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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

HANCOCK'S CHARACTER IN VICTORY AND

DEFEAT.
GENERAL HANCOCK. Dy General Francis A,
Walker, Pp. vi. #2 D Apoleton & Co. (The

Great Commanders Serles.)

This volume I8 the work of one in tove with his
subject. Ti shows personal Intimacy, and also
the minuts study of points which would not
have occurred to an ordinary hingrapher. Yot
the author has= to begin by a specifie plea for
his hera. He descrilies the usual course of popu-
Jar tradition which gradually eliminates from the
tegend of a war all but the most prominent
names, and atteibutes o one commander the
whole glory of the achievements of the vietorious
army. Sometimes legend 1= justificd by fact.
The one man made the army 1t conld not
have won without him, but he could have made
another army equally eMolent. But legend doesnaot
wait for a coincldence of this =ort. 1 gradually
embodies in the one leader to whom victory fell
the virtues and the skill of many, and reserves
a place by his side, not for the sirategists who
might have been his rivals or his superiors, but
far the dashing, romantie, ploiuresque figures of
the fray. "The truly popular hero should
one somewhat below the highest' says the an-
thor: "men love to think of the daring leader of
corps or divislon who, In exs uting those or-
ders, forms In the darkness the dense column
of assault, or dashes along the very front of
the raging hattle, the inspiration of every soldier,
the incarnate genius of war.” Amang all the
famons soldiers whao have heen chogen for the
gubjects of memolrs in this series Ham ok alone
never had a separate commund. Bui there were
moments when his responsibilitfes  wore
great. He waa loved by soldlers as daring and
brilliant, and there is the testimony of  Gran
that he was *“the mbst conspiouous of all the
general officers who did not exercise 4 separaie
command” He was a horn soldier, with that
impulse for command which, when it 1= a mark
of gennine strength, Is met by ready ohedience
fn others. But he was also In his carlier and
later days a keen theorctical politician,
came near achieving the highest place in the
Natlon,  When he was passing throngh  his
course at West Point he added some law read
ing on his own account, his fathar's purpose
belng to have him go into olvil Hfe, a froquent
practice with the young officers of the old army
But hie experiences in the Mexican War e
cided his career. He enjoved the exercise of au-
thority, the actlve busipness of camp and mareh,
and no man could have tiwken more pleasnare than
he In the office-work of a military man.  General

Falker glves us to understand that he revelled
in “papers’ The Httle fighting he had in Mexiea
simply gave him an appetite for more. He was
glow to feel ambitlon, but the passion finally
seized him, and appears to have strengthened
with hig years. When promotion lngered, and
battles were out of the question, his mastery of
army business and knowledge of the regula-
tioms gave him distinetion throughout the ser-
vice. At the outbreak of the Seminole War he
was assistant quartermaster, with the rank of
captain, and was stationed in Florida. He thus
had the opportunity of shewing hi= abllity in

vory

fitting out expeditlons into the difficult Indian |

country and In supplying troops. and his enorgy,
care, mdustyy and foreslght wers sich  that
General Harney, when ordered to Kansas, had
Hancock transferred there alss, Later it fell
to him to provide for his regiment, the fith In-

fantry. on a long march of 1100 mijes froom
Fort Bridger, Utah, to Benlels, Cul: and he
sceomplished this in such fom that the |

troops and trains wera in hetter condition at the
end than they had been at the heginning of the
journey. His report to the Quartermastor-Cien-
eral on this expedition comprises a large ameount
of information about the esuntry traversed, the
lines of travel, the supply of water and grass
with maps and tables of distances “which would
have done eredit toan engineer officer.”

Thus It will be seen that he was never satis-
fied, even at the first, nnlaze he earried onr what-
ever task he had In hand to 112 clearest detall=
The result wa= that when the Rebellion
he was well equipped for gallant and ngeful sor-
vica, “What he knew of infantry and
with infantry let Willlamsbureg and Frederioks-
burg and Gettyshurg anl the Sollent al Spat-
gvivania testify. While he wir not a master of
the selence of logistips lke Meade and Humph-
reyes, he could conduct 4 long march over bad
roads, with artillery and tralng, hetter, in mg
humble judgment'” sayvs General Walker, "than
any other officer of the war. Fe
fede=ate,” His suecess in supplying troo
a: the highest, The reference to the Sal
Bpottsylvania is to ofe of the Severeet ac tinng of
the war, a battle of twenty hours within un arca
a mils long and half a mile in width While
A few pleces of artillery were used, the confiier
was mainly with bullet and bayonet, varled by
the hand-to-hand struggies of men maddened 1o
desperation, First, Haneo k's corps, the Second,
drove the Confederates af the intrenched
field. Then the latter returned and drove their
assailants over the breastwork, There the Unlon-
ists stopped, and the hattle went on Flght across
the top of the works. Gradually, after the first
awful flurry, officers and men settled down Lo a
steady fight. The (Confederates, charging into
the area, were met by an incessant storm of bul-
Jets. “Never since the discovery of gunpowder
had such a mass of le#ad heen hurled into a
narrow. Large standing
Yiterally eut off and hrougnt to the ground by
infantry fire alone.” Hancock had been ordered
to holit on, and he obeyed. His men, four ranks
decp, kept the face of the breastworks aguinst
every shock. Several times the trenches hadl to
be cleared of the dead to give the Hving a pluce
to stand. “Over that desperate and protracted
eontest Hancock presided, gtern, strong and
masterful, sithdrawing the shattered hrlgades
as their ammunition became exhausied, supply-
ing thelr places with fresh troops, feeding the
fires of battle all day long and far Into the
night.” The Confederates at luxi sullenly with-
drew. 8o far as they were concerned, the affalr
was purely a question of men. They had not
lost in the fortifications taken from them any-
thing whicn they needed to keep; bul they had
Jost 12,000 men, and thal was a fatal blow 1o an
army which had no hope of replacing its logses,
Next to Meade hlmself, Hancock's nume i85 more
closely linked to the story of Gettyabhurg. He
was hurried forward to tuke command of the
field on the Arst day, amd i1 was his declglon thal
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fixed the place of battle, for Meade depended on |

his report. 11 was his corps that had to with-
gtand the final test of the battle, Plckett’s
charge, and his wound was received when he was
about to give the Vermont brigade the order for
that famous manoeuvre which seemg to have
been performed instinctively by the men with-
out a thought of command. It occurred (o every
private as well as 1o his superiors that the thing
to do on an enemy’s expoged flank was= to get in
line and shoot at him.

Unexpected defeat sometimes bringe out the
character of a general more distinctly than vie-
tory. Hancock's disasier was the battle of
Reams's Statlon, where, as certaln envious rivals
of the Second Corps sald, “its comb was cul.”
The misfortune was that Haneock's troope had to
defend fortifications which had been made long
pefore and then abhandoned, and were, at their
best, indefensible. But hle men had never be-
fore falled to hold their lines, even under JifM-
In this cage even thelr guns
were taken, and, dismayed by the peril of their
situation, they were deaf to command. In his
agony he could only exclalm, “I do not care to

die, but 1 pray God 1 may never leave this fleld,” |
But he was spared to feel the misery of that g

gloomy day for many years: but, says General
‘Walker, “one who was gifted to discern the real
forces which In us make for life or for death,
looking down on the cold and pallid form of Han-
'.'?t as he lay at rest beneath the drooping flag of

]
l 1886, would have seen Reams's Siation written on

be: |

who |

auld do
|

trees were |

his country on Governor's Island In F‘u-bruary.t

brow and brain and heart as palpable as, to the
common eye, were the scars of Gettyshurg."”
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THE LITERATURE OF ANGLING.

|

| WALTON AND BOME EARLIER WRITERS N

| FISH O AND FISHING, By I L Marston. "'p
xxv, 296, A (', Armstrong & Bon. |

| It can hardly be sald that the chapter In Eng- |

| 1igh literature to which this honk refers has heen |

| Nevertheless, it will prove a weleome

neglected.
Not all If

addition to “The Book-Lover's Library.”
who love Walton go a-fishing. ‘There are imag-
inative creatures who have never magtered the
art of angling, and vet delight fn the scenes
which he describes, and even in the more abstruse
matters of rod and hook and fly because he ex-
plaine them. English literature Is full of the
Jove of nature, but nowhere is the expression of It
mare clearly genuine than in Waiton and his |
digciple, Cotton. There g never an Inappropri- |
ate word to hetray that they have nheerved with
other men's eves, and this is a mishap which
has ocourred 1o many a good writet The man |
of the study i bound to be caught goon or late. |
Mr. Marston's lttle bhook shows that the liter-
ature of angling In England hegan long hu-f.m-l
the time of “The Compleat Angler.” He refers |
a manuseript of the fifteenth eentury, a poem !

o

called “Piers Fulham,” or of wilch the auth
claims to be Plers Fulham. ta show that lhf‘!
phrase which deseribed angling as “the conter 'i
plative man's recreation’ was not wholly oriz-
{nal with Walton. Plers Fulham, {1 seome, had
already seen the aptness of the adjective which
he spelled  Ccontemplatiff,” but he apparently
applled it to fowlers as well as fishermen. This
author flonrished about 1420

The closes of the same cenpury witnessed the
publication of “The Book of 8t Alhans” the
first work in the languag 1o treat £3 stemntically
sporting. 1t comtained In the first edition
parts freating of hawking, hunting anld
he second a treatise on Ane
wn o attibuted |
Hernirs,

or

of
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armor, and ki
Al or same of these paris have T
to the learngd pen of Dame Jullana
though the point Is in diepute, and thore are |
wrliters who even donbt whether this lady ever
Wiltnm  Blades, the famous expert in
Caxtonlana. doubted her authoeship of the part
on angling, but credited her with the pari on
hunting. Mr. Van 8leles, In an Amerlean
print, took the ground that only @ woman cenihid
give such directions for making @ rod  or s
forth &0 many arguments where the conclhisions
follow from the premifses as are found

did not

in the “Trentise of Fishing with an Angle™ The
controveray {8 not very important Rur 1t i=
curions that 8o early a treatise should describe

so many practices which are sull in existenee

The drections for making a rod could be followed

exactly at the present day, and the product
would be @ well-seasoned rod in three pleces
Mr. Marston observes rather gleafully that Wai-

ton's recipes for coloring h washaly are in ey
eral cages borrowed almaost woril for word from
Dame Berners, amd that, too, without acknowl-
edgment. The fMteenth-contury fisherman could
niot by his hooke, and o he was carefully in-
structed in this work how (o bend and temper
steel necdles to his purpoze “The Instructions |
for making floats”” adds Mr. Marston "I:il\vl
never been improved upon” Novertheless, the |
ancient work has heen subjested tooa great denl
of ridjeule, but this was froi those who Toked
no further than the clumsy  pict RETHTE
Berners knew all the best balts that ars known
pow, and she war the first of wrilers 10 give a
plain account of fiy-fishing She even gave @
of artificial Afes for each month of

She was not only practical. but she
of her theme, Just as Wal- |

list

Vear,
| the tdyiiie attractlins
ton did In his turn,

A contury after her came the ploneer af fish
| culture FEngland, Leonard Mascail, and he
| algo wrote a book on angling and another an
| traps and trapping. He borr wed nieh from

Dame Berners, and much hesides from a French
work of his time. A few vears after his he K
appeared i blocK-letter ey Int of “The Book of
g Alhans,” with a new title and many varis
tone, and in 1613 the “Secrets of Angling' hy
Jnhn Dennys, n poem which passed under Various ‘

in

Hall re-
Markham, in
s

names until the records of Stationers
author. (FETvies

made f T

vealed the true
his AT of Angling™
! gnmething niore of Dennys's wi vk, and nfte
came the trout-flsherman, Rarker. with his guain
hook, “Harker's Delight,” He brings the line of 111«
srary sue down 1o Walton, (H course
Mr. Mareton gives most of his hook 1o dis ‘1UN-
«iom of Walton, but it s worth observing that it
reilly took more than one hand and thore than
one century to bring 1o perfection the fluwer of

vorsher

rrim

wsiin

| hooks on angling. That I8 the lesson of Hreraty
history, not anly In this rase, but in that of |
every honk which has won a permanent place
in the regard of all mankind.
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REAL ESTATE.

BUSINESS AT THE EXCHANGES.

There was a falr amount of offerings in the auction
market vesterday morning for Monday, but oy
swo of them came to an actual sale. There was
a good attendance at the stand of Willlam Kenneily,
when he offered under foreclosure No. 90 Hecond-at.,
north  side, 8L7% feet west of Second-ave.,
95, 50,xTR 12206770, a  three-story brick tenement-
house. The opening ol was $5.000, After much
lvely Bldding 1t sold 1o the plaintift for $11,00,
Smyth & Ryan, offorsl under foreciosure, in thres
parcels amd including al neumbrances, Nos. 243,
7T onnd M9 West  Seventleth-#t, eae 19.5%100.5,
narthslde, three-story and basement prick dwelings,
74 feet west of Amsterdan-ave, _

No, M43 sold to ). Al cirthy for $23.815. No,
247 solil ta Willlam J. Nickias, for $22.56, and No.
24 went to the same huf’nr for $23.420.

The ather sales were o Jonrnid,

The aunthl meeting of the stockholders in the
ftenl Estate Exchange was held yesterday on the
floor of the Exchange. Mr. Herg proposed a com-
mittes of two to conshder Nnanclal arrangements to
reducs the of the morigage on the Ex-
change, and report to the new ﬁ.uml at the first
meeting In Januwary. It was seconded and eirried,
It toving the adoptlon of the report, George M.
Head, the president, sald in part:

“Phe report and balance sheat, a copy of which has
heen sent to cath stoekholder, must be a matter
tof satisfaction to ali well wishers of the Exchange.
The bulliling, both In and out, has heen painted
amd all dilapidations made gool, at i cost of {ll.au (iR
I%0 been venewed, These, with other
nts, have placed our Real Eatate
Alent order. You wil] observe that
ming exper 40 (ur as the Ex-
% concerned, have been redueed by the
. I'a il to notice that the mar-
kit price of the atuck wglniing to approach more
nearly to it fntringie value o
“The u nent of a formation of a HBroker's
Board, referved to in (he anpual report, I8 no new
offort on the part of thiz Exchiapge to meet the
requirements of the hrokers' business, but it differs
from the artempt made |n 8% principally in this:
that wis ot attempt by the Exchangs to provide
for a system af the hrokers, whereas, the present is
an sttempt hy the brokers to provide a system for
themueives,  Inaring the past year we have hwd same
sorlioge lossed by darly that of Mr.
IHom Crulkshank hogorable and emi-
W charadter the hoard hisve paid o finng tribute.*
| This I8 the résult of the eection for directors:
Rlchiard V. Harnett, J. Romaine Brown, George R,
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| Beadd, Carnelie W, yRter, Learge e
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| Cralkatank, Samuel B davne, Hermann . Ciame-
mann. Afred B Mardne Irving Ruland, Fredevick
Zittel for Inspectars of the next aniual election
Frank 1B Houghton, Wiliam 8. Anderson and
Wil M. Criiksh
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Fort Washington Heights

The property, situated an it s facing Audubon
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York, and fronting on the French Boulevard—is
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